Romeo and Juliet (An Introduction)



Name ___________________________________________








Date _________________________ Period _____________

You will be responsible for taking and saving these notes.  The information contained in the notes will help you as we read and work through the play.  You will also see questions from the notes on your final test.

Factsheet Information…

· Author: _____________________________________________________________

· When Written: _______________________________________________________

· Where Written: _______________________________________________________

· When Published: _____________________________________________________

· Literary Period: ______________________________________________________

· Original Title: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Genre: _____________________________________________________________

Characters…

· ROMEO – the _______________________________ son of __________________________ and __________________________________________

· JULIET – the beautiful ____________________________ daughter of ______________________________ and __________________________________________

· NURSE – a servant who nursed _____________________________ as a baby (the nurse’s own baby _________________ just before Juliet was ______________________).  The nurse __________________________ Juliet through ______________________________, and she is Juliet’s closest ________________________ and ________________________________.  In many ways, she is more like Juliet’s _____________________________ than is Lady Capulet.

· MERCUTIO – Romeo’s close ____________________________, and a ____________________________ of Prince Escalus.  He hates ________________________________ ideals and ___________________________ those who hold them.

· FRIAR LAURENCE – a Franciscan ________________________ and a friend to both _________________________ and _____________________________.  He preaches _________________________________.

· CAPULET – Juliet’s _______________________________.  He is the leader of the Capulet family, and an ___________________________ of Montague.  He tries to appear ______________________-_____________________, but believes that he knows what is __________________________ for his daughter even though he never _________________________ her about her _____________________________.

· LADY CAPULET – Juliet’s ________________________________.  She married Capulet when she was Juliet’s _____________ (____________).  Loves Juliet, but she is an _______________________________ mother.  Believes in _________________________________ happiness that a “good __________________________” can bring, rather than in ________________________.

· BENVOLIO – Montague’s _________________________, Romeo’s _________________________________, and Mercutio’s ___________________________.  He is the most __________________________ and the least ___________________-_______________________ of the three boys.
· TYBALT – Capulet’s ____________________________, Juliet’s __________________________________.  He ______________________ the Montagues and seems to look for excuses to _________________________.  He is _______________________ with a _________________________.

· PARIS – a _________________________ of Prince Escalus who wants to _________________________ Juliet.  He is good looking and is __________________________, but is pompous, ________________________, and lack’s Romeo’s ________________________________.  Loves Juliet, but thinks he can make her ___________________________ for her.

· PRINCE ESCALUS – the Prince and leader of ______________________________.  He is concerned with keeping _____________________________ in the city, and will do anything in his power to stop the ______________________________ between the Capulets and the Montagues.

· MONTAGUE – Romeo’s ________________________.  He is quick to ________________________ at his bitter _________________________, Capulet.

· LADY MONTAGUE – Montague’s ________________________ and Romeo’s ____________________________.

· FRIAR JOHN – a Franciscan friar.  He is sent to Mantua to tell ____________________________ of the Friar’s ____________________.  He is quarantined and never __________________________.

· BALTHASAR – Romeo’s ___________________________.

· SAMPSON and GREGORY – Capulet __________________________________.

· ABRAHAM – Montague’s _________________________________.

· PETER – an ____________________________ Capulet servant.

· THE APOTHECARY – a poor __________________________ seller in Mantua who sells Romeo illegal ______________________________.

· ROSALINE – a young woman with whom ___________________________ is _______________________________ at the beginning of the play.

· THE CHORUS – an on-stage commentator on the ___________________________ of the play (usually a single person).

Themes and Ideas…

· Romantic ___________________________ can be beautiful and enobling.
· Passion can overtake ____________________________ and common ________________________.

· Immaturity and inexperience can lead to ___________________ endings.

· Judge people by their _________________________ and personal _______________________, not by their _____________________ or _____________________ status.

· __________________________ acts through human ______________________.

Marriage in Elizabethean England…

· With parental permission, boys are legal to marry at ______________, girls at ____________, though it is not recommended so early.

· A marriage contract includes provision both for the bride’s _______________________ and for a jointure.

· The dowry is an amount of money, goods, and property the bride brings to a marriage.

· The jointure is an ________________________ by the groom’s family to guarantee specific money, property, and goods to the bride if her husband dies before she does, aside from or in addition to what is in his will.

· It is generally considered foolish to marry for ______________________, although love may occur in marriage.

· Everyone wants (and expects) to have ____________________________.

· Children are the ___________________________ of their parents, and give them the ______________________________ a servant gives his master.

· Wives are the _____________________________ of their husbands.

· Some women are more independent than others.  However, every woman expects to be __________________________, and to depend on her male relatives throughout her life.

· Widows can own property and run their own businesses.

· It is still a good idea to __________ - __________________ to protect one’ s interests.  However, there are minor problems to do with whether a woman’s word or signature is legally _________________________________.
· In general, every man wants to ____________________________ too, or at least acknowledges that he must.  If he is not noble, he must be married to become the legal head of a household and eligible to hold public office or other positions of civic responsibility.

ACADEMIC VOCABULARY

	VOCABULARY TERM
	DEFINITION

	
	A reference in one work of literature to a person, place, or event in another work or literature or in history, art, or music.

	
	Words spoken by a character in a play, usually in an undertone and not intentional.

	
	Untimed iambic pentameter

	
	The point of greatest emotional intensity, interest, or suspense – the high point

	
	A struggle between opposing forces

	
	Two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme

	
	A writer’s choice of words for clarity, effectiveness, and precision.

	
	A contrast between what the audience perceives and what a character does not know.

	
	Language that is not meant to be interpreted in a literal sense.

	
	A character who sets off another character by contrast.

	
	The use of hints or clues in a narrative to suggest what action is to come.

	
	Unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable.

	
	A reason that explains, or partially explains, why a character thinks, feels, acts, or behaves in a certain way.

	
	The humorous use of a word or phrase to suggest two or more meanings at the same time.

	
	A long, uninterrupted speech presented in front of other characters

	
	A figure of speech that combines apparently contradictory terms

	
	A contrast between what is expected and what really happens

	
	A speech in which a character is alone on stage and expresses his or her thoughts out loud

	
	A 14-line lyric poem that has one of several rhyme schemes.  A _________________________ form written by William Shakespeare is called the Shakespearean __________________________.  It has three four-line units (quatrains) followed by a concluding two-line unit (couplet).   The most common rhyme scheme for a Shakespearean _____________________________ is:
abab          cdcd          efef          gg

	
	A contrast between what is said and what is meant

	
	The main character in a story or play; the hero

	
	The character or force that works against the protagonist


See how many of the terms you remember.  Some are new, but most are review.  Use the terms below and write (WITH PENCIL) your responses in the left-hand column.  You will receive R  & J Rewards Cash for correct answers after 10.
foreshadowing

aside

pun

sonnet


oxymoron

conflict

dramatic irony

climax

soliloquy

iambic meter

couplet


situational irony

figurative language
protagonist
foil

monologue

blank verse

diction

motivation

antagonist
allusion

verbal irony

